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2. Wanton; foft; luxurious. 

Grim vifaged war hath Tooth’d his wrinkl’d front; 

And now, inftead of mounting barbed fleeds. 

To fright the fouls of fearful adverfaries, 

He capers nimbly in a lady’s chamber, 

To the lafcivious pleating of a lute. Shakefp. Rich. ill. 
Lasciviousness; n.f. [from lafcivious.] Wantonnefs; loofe- 
nefs. 

The reafon pretended by Auguftus was the lafcivioufnefs of 
his elegies, and his art of love. Dryd. Preface to Ovid. 

Lasciviously, adv. [from lafcivious .] Leudly ; wantonly; 
loofely. 

LASH. n.f. [The moft probable 'etymology of this word Teems 
to be that of Skinner , from fckhgen , Dutch, to ftrike; 
whence fajh and lajh.] 

1 . A ftroke. with any thing pliant and tough. 

From hence are heard the groans of ghofts, the pains 
Of founding lajhes , and of dragging chains. Dryden's An. 

Rous’d by the lajh of his own ftubborn tail, 

Our lion nbw will foreign foes aflail. Dryden. 

2. The thong or point of the whip which gives the cut or 
blow. 

Her whip of cricket’s bone, her lajh of film. 

Her waggoner a fmall grey-coated gnat. Shakefpeare. 
I obferved that your whip wanted a lajh to it. AddiJ. Spedt. 
3; A leafh, or firing in which an animal is held ; a fnare ; out 
of ufe. 

The farmer they leave iil the lajh , 

With Ioffes on every fide. Puffer's Hujbandry. 

4. A ftroke of fatire; a farcafm. 

The moral is a lajh at the vanity of arrogating that to 
ourfelves which fucceeds well. L'EJlrange . 

To Lash* v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To ftrike with any thing pliant; to fcourge, 

Lucagus to lajh his horfes bends. 

Prone to the wheeJs. Dryden. 

Lets whip thefe ftragglers o’er the Teas again, 

Lajh hence thefe over-weening rags of France. Shakefp. 
Let men out of their way lajh on ever fo faft, they are 
hot at all the nearer their journey’s end. South's Serm. 

He charg’d the flames, and thofe that difobey’d 
He lajh'd to duty with his fword of light. Dryden. 

And limping death, lajh'd on by fate. 

Comes up to fhdrten half our date. Dryden's Horace. 

Stern as tutors, and as uncles hard, 

We lajh the pupil, and defraud the ward. Dryden'sPerf 

Leaning on his lance he mounts his car. 

His fiery courfers lajhing through the air. Garth's Ovid. 

2. To move with a fudden fpring or jirk. 

The club hung round his ears, and batter’d brows; 

He falls ; and lajhing up his heels, his rider throws. Dryd. 

3. To beat; to ftrike with a (harp found. 

The winds grow high. 

Impending tempefts charge the fky ; 

The lightning flies, the thunder roars. 

And big waves lafl) the frighted fhoars. Prior. 

4. To fcourge with fatire. 

Could penfion’d Boileau lajh in honeft firain, 

Flatt’rers and bigots ev’n in Louis’ reign. Pope's Horace. 

5. To tie any thing down to the fide or malt of a fhip. 

To Lash. v. n. To ply the whip. 

They lajh aloud, each other they provoke. 

And lend their little fouls at every ftroke. Dryden's JEn, 
Gentle or fharp, according to thy choice, 

To laugh at follies, or to lajh at vice. Dryden's Perfius . 

Wheels clafh with wheels, and bar the narrow ftreet; 
The lajhing whip refounds. Gay's Trivia. 

Lasher, n.f. [from lajh.] One that whips or lafties. 

Lass. n.f. [from lad is formed laddefs , by contraction lafs. 
Hickes.] A girl; a maid; a young woman: ufed now only 
of mean girls. 

Now was the time for vig’rous lads to lhow 
What love or honour could invite them to ; 

A goodly theatre* where rocks are round ' 

With reverend age, and lovely lajjes crown’d. Waller. 
A girl was worth forty of our widows; and an honeft, 
downright, plain-dealing lafs it was. L’EJirange. 

They fometimes an hafty kifs 
Steal from unwary lajfes ; they with fcorn, 

And neck reclin’d, refent. 

La'ssitude. n.f [lajjitudo, Latin; lajfitude, French.] Wean- 

nefs; fatigue. . . .... , 

Lajftude is remedied by bathing, or anointing with oil and 
warm water; for all lajfitude is a kind of contufion and com- 
preflion of the parts; and bathing and anointing give a re¬ 
laxation or emollitiom Bacon's Natural Hijlory. 

Afirduity in cogitation is more than our embodied fouls can 
bear without lajfitude or diftemper. Glanville , Seep. 14. 

She lives and breeds in the air; for the largeneis and 
Jightnefs of her wings and tail fuftain her without lajfitude. 

0 Mores Antidote agamjt Atheifm. 
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with ilaffitude, and thereby be temple.! to naufeate ,.i 
grcuV tired. JVatts's Improv-ment ofihc 

From mouth and nofe the briny torrent ran, ’ * 

And loft in lajfitude lay all the man. p]p e ' s Qj p - 

Lajfitude .generally expreffes that wearinefii wlrich pmS 
from a diftempered ftate; aiid riot from exercife Whit 
wants no remedy but reft : it proceeds from an irtcreafe £ 
bulk, from a diminution of proper evacuation; or from 
great a confumptioh of the fluid neecfl'ary to maintain thd 
ipnng of the foltds, as in fevers; or from a vitiated Iccretion 
• ot that juice, whereby the fibres are not fupplied. d>, ■ . 
La'sslorn. n.f. [lafilorn.] Forfaken by his miftrds. ^ 

Brown groves, 

Whofe fhadow the difmifled batchelor loves 

T - c Shapefpeare’s Temtf/ 1 , 

LAST. n.f. [lateyc, Saxon; laetfle, Dutch.] N 

i. Lateft; that which follows all the reft in time. 

I feel my end approach, and thus embrac’d. 

Am pleas’d to die ; but hear me fpeak my laf : Dryden 

Here, lajl of Britons, let your names bcj'itad; 

Are none, none living ? let me praife the dead. ’ P 0 p ( 
Wit not alone has fhone on.ages paft, ' 

But lights the prefent, and fhall warm the lajl. p ope% 
Hind moft ; which follows in order of place. 

Beyond which there is rid more. 

Unhappy Have, and pupil to a bell. 

Unhappy to the lajl the kind releafing knell. Cowley 
The fwans, that on Cayfter often try’d 
Their tuneful fongs, now fung'their lajl, and dy’d, Addif. 

O ! may fam’d Brunfwick be the lajl, J ‘ 

The lajl, the happieft Britifh king. 

Whom thou ftialt paint, or I fhall fing. Addifofi. 

But, while I take my lajl adieu. 

Heave thou no figh, nor filed a tear. PFibr. 

Next before the prefent, as lajl week. 

Utmoft. 

Fools ambitioufly contend 
For wit and pow’r ; their lajl endeavours bend 
T’ outfhine each other. Dryden's Lucretius. 

At Last. In conclufion ; at the end. 

Gad, a troop fhall overcome him; but he fhall overcome 
at the lajl. Gen . xlix. 19. 

Thus weather-cocks, that for a while 
Have turn’d about with ev’ry blaft. 

Grown old, and deftitute of oil, 

Ruft to a point, and fix at lajl* Frcind. 

y. The Last ; the end. 

All politicians chew on wifdom paft. 

And blunder on in bufinefs to the lajl. pope. 

Last. adv. 

1. The laft time ; the time next before the prefent. 

How long is’t now dmcdajl yourfelf and I 
Were in a malk. Shakefpeare's Romeo and Juliet. 

When lajl I dy’d, and, dear ! I die 
As often as from thee I go, 

I can remember yet that I 

Something did fay, and fomething did beftow. Donne. 

2. In conclufion. 

Pleas’d with his idol, he commends, admires, 

Adores ; and lajl , the thing ador’d defires. Dryden. 

To Last. v. n. [Iaeptan, Saxon.] To endure; to continue; 
to perfevere. 

All more lajling than beautiful. Sidney. 

1 thought it agreeable to my affe&ion to your grace, to 
prefix your name before the effays : for the Latin volume of 
them, being in the univerfal language, may lajl rs long as 
books lajl. Baccn s EJJay, 

With feveral degrees of lajling, ideas are imprinted on the 
memory. Locke. 

Thefe are ftanding marks of faCls delivered by thofe who 
were eye-witnefles to them, and which were contrived with 
great wifdom to lajl till time fhould be no more. Addifon. 
Last. n.f. [laeyr, Saxon.] 

1. The mould on which fhoes are formed. 

The cobier is not to go beyond his lajl. L'Ef range s Fab. 
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Each ftone would wrench th’ unwary ftep afide. bay. 
2 . [Last, German.] A load ; a certain weight or meafure. 
La'stery. n.f. A red colour. 

The bafhful blood her fnowy cheeks did fpread, 

That her became as polifh’d ivory. 

Which cunning craftfman’s hand hath overlaid, 

With fair vermilion, or pure lajlcry. Spenf. Fairy <l iee7lj 
Lasta'ge. n.f [lejlage, French; lajlagic, Dutch; pi 
Saxon, a load.] 

1. Cuftom paid for freightage. 

2. The ballaft of a fhip. 

Lasting.- participial adj. [from lajl.] 

I. Continuing ; durable. Every 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Langu 




L A T 


Evefy violence offered weakens attC impairs, and renders 
the body lefs durable and lajling. Ray on Creation. 

2. Of long continuance; perpetual. 

White parents may have black children, as negroes fome¬ 
times have lajling white ones. Boyle on Colours. 

The grateful work is done, 

The feeds of difeord fow’d, the war begun : 

Frauds, fears and fury, have poffefs’d the ftate; 

And fix’d the caufes of a lajling hate. Drydeh's JEn. 

A Anew cracked feldom recovers its former ftrength, and 
the memory of it leaves a lajling caution in the man, not to 
put the part quickly again to any robuft employment. Locke. 
Lastingly, adv. [from lajling .] Perpetually. 

La'stingness. n.f. [from lajling.'] Durablenefs; continuance. 
All more lafting than beautiful, but that the confideration 
of the exceeding lajlingnefs made the eye believe it was ex¬ 
ceeding beautiful. Sidney. 

Confider the lajlingnefs of the motions excited in the bot¬ 
tom of the eye by light. Newton's Qpticks-. 

La'stly. adv. [from lajl.] 

1. In the laft place. 

I will juftify the quarrel; fecondly, balance the forces ; 
and, lafly, propound variety of defigns for choice, but not 
advife the choice. Bacon's JVar with Spain. 

2 . In the conclufion ; at laft. 

LATCH, n.f [letfe, Dutch; Idccio, Italian.] A catch of a 
door moved by a firing, or a handle. 

The latch mov’d up. Gay's Pajlorals. 

Then comes rofy health from her cottage of thatch, 
Where never phyfician had lifted the latch. Smart. 

To Latch, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To faften with a latch. 

He had ftrength to reach his father’s houfe : the door was 
only latched ; and, when he had the latch m his hand, he 
turned about his head to fee his purfuer. Locke. 

2 . To faften; to clofe, perhaps in this place unlefs it rather 
fignifies to wnjh from lather. 

But haft thou yet latch'd the Athenian’s eyes 
With the love juice, as I did bid thee do ? Shakefp. 

La'tches. n.f. 

Latches Or lafkets, in a fhip, are fmall lines like loops, faften- 
ed by fewing into the bonnets and drablers of a fhip, in or¬ 
der to lace the bonnets to the courfes, or the drablers to 
the bonnets. Harris. 

La'tchet. n.f. [facet, Fr.] The firing that faftens the fhoe. ’ 
There cometh one mightier than I, the latchet of whofe 
fhoes I am not worthy to unloofe. Mark \.y. 

LATE. adj. [laer, Saxon; laet, Dutch.] 

1. Contrary to early; flow; tardy; long delayed. 

My hafting days flie on with full career, 

Eut my late fpring no bud nor bloffom fheweth. Milton. 

Juft was the vengeance, and to latejl days 
Shall long pofterity refound thy praife. Pope's Odyffev 

2 . Laft in any place, office, or character. 

AH the difference between the late fervants, and thofe who 
ftaid in the family, was, that thofe latter were finer cr en tle- 
™, n ‘ , f . , Addifon's Spectator, N®. 107. 

3. The deceafed ; as the works of the late Air. Pope. 

4. Far in the day or night. * 

Late. adv. 

-1. After long delays; after a long timfe, 

a 9 ! , thy father S ave ^ee life too foon, 

Ana hath bereft thee of thy life too late. Shakefp. H. VI 
Second Silvius after thefe appears, J 

Silvius Tineas, for thy name he bea’rs ; 

For arms and juftice equally renown’d,’ 

W ho late reftor’d in Alba fhall be crown’d. Dryd. Ain 
He laughs at all the giddy turns of ftate, 

V hen mortals fearch too foon, and fear too late. Dryden. 

Inf 1 ?/ ’. l \ hc ! or f an y one comes to have thefe ideas, the 

hur alfo will ,t be before he cornea to thofe maxims. LoTe. 

I might have (par’d his life, 

*. In B f uZ 12T kte - Phil ^ W 

I o make rofes, or other flowers rnmp Into 
.rient^of p ,eafufe ; for the a„tie„4 eftee^’ ££ K 

whi-h erC be f ° me / 0WC - S which come more ear tyTand^hers 

3 . SyT nmTong ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Fhey arrived in that pleafant ifle. 

Where fleeping late, fhe left her other knio-hf P » 

Men have of late made ufe of a pendu um ^ 
fteady regulator. P e naulum, as a more 

a j , . ,' rhc g° dde fe with indulgent cares 
A F foc ‘^ J°y s > *e late transformM repairs m r 

From frefh paftures, and the dewy Add P °^' 

with in 8 h Tl! ret, ; rn ’ and roUnd them throne 

4 . Far'i'^yt h°? ^ ^ « P , pe . 

That you do hefo^i’ CrC y ° U WCnt t0 bed - 
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—Sir, we were caroufing till the fecond cock. 

Late the nocturnal facrifice begun. 

Nor ended, till the next returning fun 
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Swift 1 

till their 
Ray. 
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La'ted. adj. [from latej Belated ; furpriled by the night. 

I am fo lated in the world, that I 
Have loft my way for ever. Shakef. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

The weft glimmers with fome ftreaks of day: 

Now fpurs the lated traveller apace 

To gain the timely inn. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

La'tely. adv. [ from late. ] Not long ago. 

Paul found a certain Jew named Aqiiiia, lately come front 
Italy. Adis xviii. i 0 * 

.La'teness. n.f. [from late.] Time far advanced. 

Latenefs in life might be improper to begin the world with. 

Swift to G'ay. 

La'tent. adj. [latens, Latin.] Hidderi; concealed; fecret. 

If we look into its retired movements, and more fecret 
latent fprings, we may there trace out a fteady hand pro¬ 
ducing good out of evil. Woodward's Natural Hijlory . 

Who drinks, alas ! but to forget; nor fees. 

That melancholy floth, fevere difeafe, 

Mem’ry confus’d, and interrupted thought. 

Death’s harbingers lie latent in the draught. 

What were Wood’s vifible cofts I know not, 
were his latent is varioufly conjectured. 

LATERAL, adj. [lateral, French ; later a , Latin.] 

1. Growing out on the fide ; belonging to the fide. 

Why may they not fpread their lateral branches 
diftance from the centre of gravity deprefs them. K.ay. 

The fmalleft veffels, which carry the blood by lateral 
branches, feparate the next thinner fluid or ferum, the dia¬ 
meters of which lateral branches are lefs than the diameters 
of the blood-veflels. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

2. Placed, ot ading in a direction perpendicular to a horizontal 
line. 

Forth riifh the levant, and the ponent winds 
Eurus and Zephyr, with their lateral noife. 

Sirocco arid Libecchio. Milton's Paradtfe Lojl, b. x. 

diftina fides^ f% [fr ° m lateraL] The qUaHty ° f havin 3 

We may reafonably conclude a right and left lateralM In 
the ark, or naval edifice of Noah. Browrfs Vulgar Errours. 
L a terai.ly. n.f. [from lateral.] By the fide j fide-wife. 

I he days are let laterally againft the columns of the golden 

t J ' 11 er ‘ , Haider on Time. 

JATH rrf* - [Artr and pea r 6, Saxon.] Somewhat late. 

■ H ’ ”/f- ti a « a > Saxon i Ute, latte, French.] A final! lbne 
p>ece of wood ufed to fupport the tiles of houfes. 6 

With dagger of lath. Shakefpeare's Twelfth Night. 

houfe? y l r T “ ° rP u in f , he T Ufe in the countr y » *rim their 
houfes; binding it w.th a lath er ftick, and fetting It againft 

T ] a re FWr Natural Hijlory, N 29. 

and (f 6 ma °i ° f0ak ’ for outfide work, as tiling 

lathifil 25 3 ° f ^ f ° r in /‘ de P !ailldrin g. pan tiff 

• Moxon's Mechanical Exercifesi 
1 • r j r ■* “ e g oc i who frights away. 

With his lath fword, the thieves and birds of prey. Dryd 

JSC” -* - —' 

Lath n f c t . Mortimer s Hujbandry. 

ATHl f-f Saxon. It is explained by Du 'Cancre T 

fuppofe from Spelman, Portio comitaius majoJ ires vel llurls 
hundredat conhnens: this is apparently contfaly to Spehfer in 
the following example.] A part of i county. 7 P ’ 

woId,1le tt cffe&of r i!nV ^ *5- f" M ^ of 

Cl Lhufe water pure. 

Such as will lather cold with foap n 

1 o La'ther. v. a. To cover c r Baynard. 

La'ther. n.f. [from the verb ] A fmm f It* u* ^ fo 
T by beatin S r °*P with water. ° f ft ° the made com * 

of the old Romans”^ ^ Wntten or fpoken in the language 

Englifh into Latin P ^ lled by rch °ol-boys, who turn 

15 D ' r 7 A J chcim - 

La tinism. 
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